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SYLLABUS

UNIV 1107: CRITICAL THINKING: THEORY AND INDIVIDUAL ANALYSIS

Dr. Ann Glauser

Spring Semester 2012
Office:

   215 Milledge Hall    

                        (Faculty Mailbox located in 233 Milledge Hall) 

Office Hours:
  Thursdays 9:00-11:00 and by appointment

E-mail:             aglauser@uga.edu
Course Description and Purpose
Critical thinking helps us to understand ourselves and the world in which we live. The process of critical thinking involves gathering and evaluating information, making good decisions, and then taking responsibility for the decisions that we make. UNIV 1107 is an academic course designed to increase your ability to think effectively. Students will be encouraged to develop and use higher-order thinking and reasoning strategies applicable to solving problems and making good decisions academically, socially, and personally. Readings and a variety of critical thinking exercises will provide opportunities to stimulate students to think critically about complex and sometimes controversial topics.  

Required Texts:

Thinking Critically by John Chaffee, (10th edition) Wadsworth
Course Requirements:

Attendance, punctuality, and participation are important in this class. More than four absences will result in a WF (withdrawn/failing). Arriving late to class interrupts both your instructor and fellow students.

NOTE:  3 TARDIES = 1 ABSENCE (1-10 MINUTES LATE IS A TARDY; MORE THAN 10 MINUTES IS AN ABSENCE). Students with no more than one absence will have 2 bonus points added to their final grade in the course.    

Grading

Your performance will be based on assignments (in class and out of class), participation, quizzes, papers, projects, and a course portfolio. Some of the assignments will be announced during class. You are responsible for assignments whether or not you are in class the day they are assigned or the day they are due. Work will only be accepted late if you have a documented emergency and have contacted me on the same day as you missed class. No assignments will be accepted electronically.  There will be no make-up tests without prior communication and consent from Dr. Glauser before the scheduled test time. 

Assignments must be typed, double-spaced, using a standard font (Times New Roman, Arial) and between 10 and 12 points. All assignments will be collected at the beginning of class the day they are due.  Three points per day will be deducted for late assignments. 

Students are expected to behave in a professional manner. While in class, students are expected to not fall asleep, use laptops unless permission is given by your instructor or disability services, carry on personal conversations, read the paper, use a cell phone, or complete assignments other than what the class is working on. If you engage in any of these behaviors, you might be asked to leave the classroom and will be marked absent. Participation is based on class behavior.
Course Portfolio 

Each student will keep a personal course portfolio. You will need to buy a three-ring binder with dividers in which you organize all of your portfolio reflections, assignments, and papers. You will write a final reflection paper to synthesize your learning experience in this class. 

University Honor Code and Academic Honesty Policy

All academic work must meet the standards contained in “A Culture of Honesty.” Students are responsible for informing themselves about those standards before performing any academic work. The link to more detailed information about academic honesty can be found at: www.uga.edu/ovpi/honesty/acadhon.htm 

 
Grading:

Assignments/Critical Thinking Exercises:          25
Library Project/Presentation                               15
Course Portfolio/Reflection Paper                      40
Quizzes                                                              15

Participation                                                         5 
                                                                         100            
                                       
	      Semester Grade



	100 - 93 = A
	92 - 90 = A-
	89 - 87 = B+



	  86 - 83 = B
	82 - 80 = B-
	79 - 77 = C+

	  76 - 73 = C
	72 - 70 = C-
	69 - 60 = D



	
	<59  = F


	


      
**The course syllabus is a general plan for the course; deviations announced to the class by the instructor may be necessary. You are responsible for any changes in assignments announced in class including additions and deletions to the syllabus. 
Week 1

1/10                  Topic:            Introduction/Overview
                                               Class Responsibilities and Requirements

                        Assignment:   Read chapter 1, “Thinking”

                                               Portfolio: Thinking Activity 1.2
      

1/12                 Topic:             Living an “Examined” Life

                        Assignment:   Questions for Analysis, p. 46                                                                      
Week 2

1/17                 Topic:           Living Creatively
                        Assignment: Read chapter 2, “Thinking Critically.” Come to class 

                                             prepared to discuss Thinking Passages about jurors’ 

                                             reasoning processes (p. 86-90)
1/19                 Topic:            Analyzing Issues 
                        Assignment:  Portfolio: Questions for Analysis (93-94) 

                                              In class assignment based on Mary Barnett case

                                              Read chapter 3, “Solving Problems”                              

                                               
Week 3

1/24                 Complete a Type Focus (out of class assignment)
                        
1/26                 Topic:            Solving Complex Problems/Movie
                                              Read Chapter 4, “”Perceiving and Believing”
                                              Questions for Analysis (142-143, Analyzing 
                                              Different Accounts of the Assassination) 

Week 4

1/31                Topic:             Movie continue/ Multiple Perspectives
                       Assignment:   Portfolio: Reflective Response to Movie 
                                
2/2                  Quiz over the Haiti readings (167-174) 

                       Topic:             Shaping Perceptions
                       Assignment:   Read chapter 5, “Constructing Knowledge”
 
Week 5

2/7                  Topic:            Believing and Knowing 
                                             Evaluating Different Perspectives/Vietnam video
                       
2/9                  Topic:            Effects of Direct and Indirect Experiences on 
                                             Beliefs 
                                             Vietnam video continued

                       Assignment:  Read chapter 6, “Language and Thought”

                                             Portfolio: Reflective Response to different 

                                             perspectives on Vietnam War.
Week 6

2/14                Topic:            Language: A Tool to Clarify Thinking, Influence  

                                             People, and for Social Communication
                       Assignment:  Questions for Analysis p. 274 (Twitter)
  

2/16                Topic:            Language continued   
                       Assignment:  Read chapter 7, “Forming and Applying Concepts”

                                                                      

Week 7

2/21                Topic:            Forming and Applying Concepts                        
                                             Movie
                        

2/23                Topic:            Movie continued/Discussion   

                       Assignment:  Portfolio: Reflective Response to Movie
         
Week 8

2/28                Topic:            Comparative and Analogical Relationships                   

                       Assignment:  Read chapter 8, “Relating and Organizing”

                          
3/1                  Collage (Bring in pictures and photographs)                                      
Week 9

3/6                  Quiz over environmental readings (349-365)    

                       Topic:            Thinking Critically About Moral      

                                             Issues

                       Assignment:  Read chapter 9, “Thinking Critically About Moral      

                                             Issues”

                                             Portfolio: Thinking Activity 9.1
3/8                   Topic:           Analyzing Moral Dilemmas      
 

3/12-16           Spring Break
Week 10

3/20                Topic:           Constructing and Evaluating Arguments          

                       Assignment:  Read chapter 10, “Constructing Arguments”       
                           

                                                           
3/22                Topic:            The Critical Thinker’s Guide to Reasoning
                       Assignment:  Read chapter 11, “Reasoning Critically”       
                           

Week 11

3/27               Quiz over “Obedience to Authority and “Pressure to Go   

                      Along” readings (497-507)

3/29               Topic:            Reasoning continued
Week 12

4/3                 Topic:            Evaluating webo9sites
4/5                 Library Research Project with Caroline Barratt 
                      (meet in room 368 of MLC)                    

Week 13

4/10               Continue to work independently on your library project
                      Assignment:  Read chapter 12 “Thinking Critically, Living          

                                            Creatively”

                                            Portfolio: Thinking Activity 12.7

                      

4/12               Topic:            Thinking Critically, Living Creatively/ Individuation    
Week 14

4/17               Library Project due

                      Presentations

                         

4/19               Presentations continued     

Week 15

4/24               Mandala/Creating a Meaningful Life/Conclusion
4/26               Portfolio and Paper due

